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SouthMed WiA is a project co-funded by the European 
Union that addresses issues related to the perpetuation of 
gender-based stereotypes and the under-representation 
of women in the audiovisual sector of seven Southern 
Mediterranean countries: Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia. The project aims 
at strengthening the capacities of local stakeholders 
to contribute to sustainable development and cultural 
diversity by enhancing the image and the participation of 
women in the audiovisual and film sectors.
SouthMed WiA started in February 2017 and has a duration 
of 30 months. 

Through 2 calls for proposals, SouthMed WiA awarded 
subgrants to projects addressing gender discrimination 
both on the screen and behind the camera in the target 
countries. During its implementation period, SouthMed 
WiA also organizes peer learning, exchange visits and 
continuous coaching for the beneficiaries of the subgrants. 

The implementing consortium of SouthMed WiA has already 
organized three events with the 4 subgranted projects of 
the first call:  a first field activity held in Tunisia in November 
2017, at the occasion of the Journées Cinématographiques 
de Carthage, and two encounters with local audiovisual 
experts held in Cairo and in Marrakech in January 2018. 

A fourth meeting will take place in Barcelona on 16, 17 and 
18 April 2018 to create the opportunity for peer learning, 
training and sharing of experiences between different 
Catalan women and organisations of the audiovisual sector 
and the SouthMed WiA’s subgrantees.The workshop’s 
sessions will respond to the objectives and training needs 
of the subgranted projects, with the aim of inspiring and 
supporting their current and future activities and showcase 
their work and experience.  

The meetings will start at Interarts’, coordinator of 
SouthMed WiA, and continue at La Bonne, a cultural hub in 
the historical centre of Barcelona, a place of exchange and 
creation of feminist cultural, audiovisual and performing 
projects. During the workshop at La Bonne, invited local 
speakers will share their knowledge and experience about 
how to use communication and social media to foster 
gender equality and social transformation. The participants 
will debate on how the image of women is conveyed and 
stereotyped in the cinema and in the media and on the 
role that these outlets play in shaping knowledge, criticism, 
reflection as well as social attitudes. 
Two representatives of each of the four projects subgranted 
under the first call for proposals will participate to the 
Barcelona event. The four projects are:

implemented by the main applicant Cinémathèque de Tanger, an NGO based in Tanger, Morocco, in partnership with two 
co-applicants, the association DARNA, based in Tanger, and the association Les amis du cinema de Tetouan, based in 
Tetouan.

implemented by the main applicant Muntada, The Arab Forum for Education, Sexuality and Reproductive Health, an NGO 
based in Ramallah, Palestine, in partnership with two co-applicants: the Tunisian association Prod’it, based in Tunis and 
Sousse, and the media organization 7iber, based in Amman, Jordan.

implemented by the main applicant Wasabi, an LLC based in Tunis, Tunisia, in partnership with another co-applicant: the 
LLC Axeer Studio, based in Cairo, Egypt.

More information can be found on SouthMed WiA websites:  http://www.smedwia.eu/en/home/

implemented by the Cairo University Anti-harassment Unit, in partnership with two co-applicants: HarrassMap, an NGO 
based in Cairo, Egypt, and the Women and Media Research Studies Center, a research center in the Faculty of Mass 
Communications of Cairo University.

FEMMES : Paroles et Cinéma

Breaking taboos and changing the image of women in audiovisual sector in Arab Region

One Woman Show

Rewriting The Story About VAW: Media Students Creating Tipping Points

Background

http://www.smedwia.eu/en/home/


Monday 16 April 2018

Tuesday 17 April 2018

Bilateral meetings and visit at Jiwar Creation

Opening of the workshop

Audiovisual and media content for gender equality
Session 1

The event will start with bilateral meetings between 
the subgrantees and Interarts, to discuss the state of 
implementation of the projects.
Subsequently, the participants will head to Jiwar Creation, 
a residency space that hosts and supports professionals 
and artists from all round the world, in particular the 
Mediterranean, whose work is based on or inspired by 
the urban context. The term “Jiwar”, an Arab word which 

means neighbourhood, refers to the art of establishing a 
creative and sustainable relation between neighbours in a 
district. Mireia Estrada Gelabert, Jiwar’s founder, will guide 
the group in a visit to the residency, located in a heritage 
house in the heart of the lively neighborhood of Gràcia. The 
SouthMed WiA group will meet the residents artists, share 
dinner with them and exchange on their experiences.

The workshop will be open by Interarts’ Director, Mercedes 
Giovinazzo who will welcome the participants and officially 
kick off the event. Interarts’ project coordinator, Anna 

Lucia Pinto, will present SouthMed WiA and introduce the 
sessions.

Marta Vergonyós Cabratosa, Director, and Miriam Sanchez, 
Coordinator of the Audiovisual Department of La Bonne will 
start the first session with a presentation of the activities 
of the hosting organisation, in particular the projects that 
enhance and mobilize women and girls’ capacities and 
talents and the audiovisual campaigns supporting gender 
equality in Catalonia. The experts will talk about La Bonne’s 
experiences in audiovisual training for women, creative 
documentary with gender perspective and organisation of 
audiovisual performances about women’s rights.
The second speaker is the feminist researcher and 

blogger Sonia Herrera Sánchez, PhD in Audiovisual 
Communication and Advertising, Professor at the Master’s 
Degree in Communication and Gender of the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona (UAB) and specialist in cinema and 
feminists studies. She will present her analysis of women’s 
representation in the media and will give recommendations 
on the development of media content for gender equality. 
She will share her knowledge and experience as activist for 
women’s rights in the audiovisual field, especially through 
the use of internet and social media platforms.

The cinema as a space of cultural knowledge and educational 
activities

Session 2

This session will address the issue of women’s image and 
participation in the cinema from different perspectives. The 
content directors of Drac Màgic and the representatives of 
Dones Visuals will talk about enhancing gender equality 
and women’s rights in the movie world, in particular by 

bringing the examples of Catalan and Spanish cinema and 
the activities of their organizations.   
Drac Màgic is a social cooperative founded in 1970, 
primarily devoted to the study and the dissemination of 
audiovisual culture and its use in various educational, 



Wednesday 18 April 2018

Media and social transformation
Session 4

This session will be dedicated to the role of media and 
communication for social transformation.
The founder of Gogara, a Catalan NGO promoting actions 
and training on sexuality and gender equality, will 
present initiatives targeting young people, teenagers and 
adults, which utilize art and creativity as a tool for social 
transformation. She will explain the importance of the use 
of audiovisual and social networks in the dissemination 
of these activities and, consequently, in raising feminist 
awareness and positive societal changes. 
HarassMap, one of the co-applicants of the SouthMed WiA 
subgranted project in Egypt “Rewriting The Story About 
VAW: Media Students Creating Tipping Points”, will present 
its successful media strategy. HarassMap has effectively 
involved and mobilized the Egyptian public through 
the use of crowd mapping to report sexual harassment 
incidents. HarassMap’s experience is extremely valuable, 
as it represents a new way to raise awareness on sexual 
violence through the use of innovative communication and 

social media tools together with offline work on the ground 
to make sexual harassment socially unacceptable in Egypt.
Quepo is a foundation composed by “activists of 
communication as a strategy for social transformation” 
who connect audiovisual products and new narratives 
with social participation. Quepo thinks of communication 
as a tool for social impact but also as a community process, 
as a common space. Quepo’s expert will hold a workshop 
on the creation of audiovisual communication for social 
development purposes. During the first part the expert will 
talk about some of Quepo’s projects such as “Fam, Hunger 
is political”, sharing tips and advises on media campaign 
designing. The participants will then take part to a series 
of exercises on tools and community communication 
dynamics and methodology with an approach focused on 
social impact processes. Opinions and experiences will be 
shared during a group discussion.

Visit of the exhibition “Creation Residences BCN>TNS>ALG ”, Jiser
Session 3

The participants will visit the “Creation Residences 
BCN>TNS>ALG” exhibition promoted by the Catalan non-
profit association Jiser Reflexions Mediterrànies. The 
exhibition, fruit of the exchange of nine young plastic 
artists who spent two months in Barcelona, Tunis and 
Algiers, will be presented by Xavier de Luca, Jiser’s Director. 
Jiser, which means “bridge” in Arabic, has the objective to 
promote artistic creation and the use of art as a tool for 
social transformation, by putting in place joint activities 

that favor the exchange among different artistic and 
cultural realities in the Mediterranean space. The visit of 
Jiser’s cultural space will be a chance to discuss the role of 
culture, in particular of the audiovisual sector, in enhancing 
the relations between the two shores of the Mediterranean 
Sea and with third countries. A locally prepared dinner will 
accompany the conversation and the exchanges between 
the SouthMed WiA group, Jiser’s staff and their currently 
resident artists.

social and cultural contexts. One of Drac Magic’s core areas 
of activity is education and training for school students, 
as well as for general public. Among Drac Magic’s main 
projects there are: the International Women’s Film Festival 
of Barcelona, the online repository “Films for the rights of 
women”, the school program “Construir Mirades” (Building 
perspectives) and “The Observatory of women in the media” 
(http://www.observatoridelesdones.org/), a participative 
citizen initiative, promoted by different entities, that aims 

at enhancing a critical perspective in relation to the role of 
women in the media. 
Dones Visuals is the Catalan Association of Women in the 
Cinema and Audiovisual Field, a professional association 
with the goals to promote an equal presence of women 
filmmakers and professionals in the audiovisual sector and 
to contribute to a balanced and realistic representation of 
women within the media content.



Guided tour “Barcelona, a city of women and cinema”
Session 6

In the evening, the participants will walk around Raval and 
Born neighborhoods in Barcelona historical center, during 
a thematic guided tour focused on the role of Catalan and 
Spanish women in shaping the urban space of the city 
and on the cinematographic history of Barcelona. The 

guide will bring the group along the most ancient zones 
of the city, speaking about the role of women in Catalan 
society, passing by urban spaces that are strongly linked to 
feminism and to the cinema.

Gender representation in the media
Session 5

The workshop will be closed by Nuria Fernández García, 
PhD in Communication and Journalism, expert in women 
leadership and gender representation in the media and 
Professor of political communication in different academic 
programs. She will address the topic of the treatment of 
political women in the media and how the media coverage 

of women in decision-making positions may influence the 
society, especially people’s view regarding women’s roles 
in the political arena. Nuria Fernández García will present 
her research and analysis on the media representation of 
Spanish and international female politician and the gender 
biases disseminated by the media.


